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 Gamaliel was the grandson of the famous Hebrew scholar, Hillel. Gamaliel was 
the head of the training center for Pharisaism. Everyone called him “Our teacher”. He 
was honored by all the people;  
 
 One of his pupils was from the town of Tarsus, by the name of Saul. Saul’s name 
was changed to Paul after his conversion.   



6 

 

 

 
 Gamaliel “stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the disciples be put outside 
for a little while”.  Gamaliel shared two examples from past – Theudas and Judas. He 
pointed out that there have been movements, other rebellions, other uprisings. but after 
the leader was killed it all disappeared. He went on to say: “38 Therefore, in the present 
case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is 
of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; 
you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” 
 
 They wanted to act fast.  How many of us say things and do things just because 
we are angry?  
 
 Gamaliel did not speak because he believed in what disciples doing. We will see 
soon, that Saul was sent by him to persecute and kill followers of Christ. However, his 
advice is something for all of us to consider. First, he is saying: Be patient. Do not act 
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out of your feelings. Second, he is saying: Leave off from these man. Let them be. If this 
plan is human origin, it will come to ruin. If it is from God – well, you won’t be able to 
stop them. You might even be found to be fighting against God.  
 
 God, YAWEH, the One you are trying to protect, does not need your protection. 
God is quite capable of taking care of Himself. Gamaliel was right. We worship God but 
we have little tolerance for someone who might serve God differently.  You just might 
find yourself fighting against a new life that God is starting.  
 
 When Mary anointed Jesus with the expensive perfume.  The disciples were 
indignant. They were critical of the waste. She was worshiping Jesus in a way that no 
other follower of Jesus had ever done before.  They wanted to chase her out of the 
room.  Jesus commanded, “Leave her alone!!!  She has done a good thing.” 
 
 Are we able to be tolerant and patient with those who are seeking to worship and 
obey with all of their heart? 
 
 We still are called to stand and obey God. Sometimes I am not sure I like some 
Christian teachings or worship styles. Sometimes I do not like the way they do 
ministries. I have to remind myself that we know by the fruit they bear. We do not decide 
about the tree from how the tree looks, but from its fruit? You have to wait to see the 
fruit.  
 
 Gamaliel’s speech persuaded them to not kill the disciples. They called the 
apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of 
Jesus, and let them go.  
 
 Do not speak in the name of Jesus.  Sadly, we do not need anyone to make such 
a command to us.  We are afraid of what people will think if we talk about God and 
declare what God has done through Christ Jesus.  We are nervous about obeying what 
God teaches us through the Bible. Then we wonder why we are not experiencing God’s 
blessing.  
 
 We are challenged by Paul’s words in Romans 1:16. “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ unto salvation to everyone who believes.” 
 
  “The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.” 
 
 This is probably the most difficult part to understand.  With their backs still 
bleeding from the flogging, they rejoiced over the honor of suffering disgrace for the 
name of the Jesus.  We spend our lives seeking comfort and ease and relaxation.  That 
is the paradox of the Gospel.  These things to not give joy and purpose and fulfillment.  
To find hope and courage and joy and peace is to obey the leading of the Holy Spirit no 
matter the cost or danger to your reputation. 
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 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never 
stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah”. In so 
doing, the apostles were rejoicing.  
 
 When you believe and you do what is crazy to the world you receive an 
abundance. When you are very busy and think you have no time you give time to the 
Lord, this time is never wasted and somehow you are able to do even better in shorter 
time. You feel like you cannot really forgive, but you forgive not because you want to but 
because you believe. You cannot give because you do not have much, but God never 
robs you. God blesses you. You do not want to talk about God because we think it is 
dangerous, but somehow true peace comes when we share the gospel.  
 


